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CELEBRATING PUBLIC HEALTH LIVES

GISIO is not a person, but the initiative of a group of enthusiastic and productive
researchers, and its anniversary deserves to be celebrated and brought to the attention

of the Scientific Community

GISIO celebrates its 25™ anniversary:
scientific activity and training initiatives of a successful

SItI working group

Gaetano M. Fara, MD MPH*

1. The history of the GISIO

The Italian Working Group on Hospital
Hygiene (Gruppo Italiano Studio Igiene
Ospedaliera, GISIO) was, in 1997, the first
Working Group to be officially embodied into
the Italian Society of Hygiene, Preventive
Medicine and Public Health (Societa
Italiana di Igiene, Medicina Preventiva
e Sanita Pubblica, Sitl); but its origins
date back to 1991, when several young
experts congregated around Mario Pitzurra,
Professor of Hygiene at the University of
Perugia, unforgettable pioneer of the fight
against the Healthcare-Associated Infections
(HAI), to study the problems of operating
theatres, calling themselves The Italian
Study Group on Operating Theatres (Gruppo
Italiano Studio Sale Operatorie, GISSO). The
first paper by these “Associated Researchers”
was published in 1996 by a journal, later to
become extinct, “View & Review Hospital”,
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and described a multicentric study on the
environmental contamination in several
operating theatres. The paper was signed
by Mario Pizurra and two of his closest
co-workers (Angelo Savino and Cesira
Pasquarella), by Daniela D’ Alessandro as
first Author and by myself as the senior
Author. The following paper, a few months
later, reported a study on the air conditioning
in operating theatres, was signed by the same
Authors, in a re-arranged sequence and with
the addition of Franco Cerquetani, now
hospital manager of a large hospital in Rome,
and was published by the journal Annali di
Igiene (as this present paper).

The now re-named GISIO came into
full force in the year 2000, when all the
capacities of the Group were challenged by
the organization of the 24th course of the
International School of Epidemiology and
Preventive Medicine of the Ettore Majorana
Foundation in Erice, Sicily, whose title
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was “Effectiveness and appropriateness
of preventive measures against infections
in hospitals”. All the members of GISIO
were involved in the project and their
contributions were published in a special
issue of Annali di Igiene (No.s 3-26 of the
List of Publications, § 10.1), covering almost
all aspects of HAIL

Beginning in the year 2000, there was
an internal re-organization of the GISIO,
and different specialized sub-groups were
established, each of them focusing on specific
but complementary areas; and, simultaneously,
the published papers became more complex
and began to be published in international
journals. One sub-group focused on testing
international protocols of HAI surveillance
and modern techniques of molecular typing of
infectious agents; another sub-group analyzed
composition, behaviour and achievements
of the HAI control committees; a third one
was interested in preparation and training of
the different professionals involved in HAI
contrast, analyzing their knowledge and
operational skills.

The year 2007 again saw all GISIO
members involved in another course in the
Erice School, the 34" “Building Yards in
Hospital. Sanitary and technical aspects
of the refurbishing of hospital buildings”,
whose proceedings again were published in
a supplement of Annali di Igiene, comprising
13 individual contributions prepared by
GISIO members (No.s 36-48 of the List
of Publications). The special interest in
hospital yards arises from the fact that both
demolition and construction works produce
a lot of dusts, which can air-transmit to
patients, especially the fragile ones, bacterial
and, above all, fungal infections. The
responsibility of the course was entrusted
to Daniela D’ Alessandro (with the help of
Francesco Auxilia), a physician embodied
as full professor of Environmental Health in
the School of Engineering of the “Sapienza”
University in Rome. Her position, in
connection with the positions of Paolo
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Orlando, another physician, full professor
of Hygiene in the School of Architecture
of Genoa University, and that of Stefano
Capolongo, having a degree in Architecture
but teaching as associate professor of
Hygiene in the School of Architecture of the
Polytechnical University of Milan, represent
together a strong connection between the
world of hospital design — but also of civil
building - and that of Public Health.

The GISIO members offered a third
course in Erice, the 39" in 2010, “Study
cases in the management of infectious risk:
the Healthcare-Associated Infections”,
directed by Francesco Auxilia, Professor
of Hygiene at the School of Medicine,
University of Milano and acting as GISIO
Co-ordinator from 2007 through 2012.

A further evidence of the maturity and
complexity reached by GISIO, at that time in
its 17" year of life, is the important initiative
taken in 2008 with the 1st National Congress
of the Italian Study Group for Hospital
Hygiene, “Healthcare Related Infections”,
which pointed out the state of art of the
situation both at national and international
level. As in other occasions, the 15 scientific
contributions specifically produced by
the GISIO for this particular meeting,
were collected in a 2009 supplement of
Annali di Igiene (No.s 49-63 of the List of
Publications, § 10.1).

In the years to follow, international
collaborations grew, and so did GISIO
publications in Italian and international
journals. In fact, next to the names of GISIO
researchers, those of foreign colleagues of
various affiliations began to appear, with
whom research collaborations flourished.

Research in special clinical situations
intensified, evaluating the effectiveness of
preventive interventions, as well as that
on prevention and control of HAI. SPIN-
UTI network (The Italian Nosocomial
Infections Surveillance in ICUs Network
- Sorveglianza Prospettica delle Infezioni
Nosocomiali nelle Unita di Terapia Intensiva)
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was started and projected the GISIO
towards international collaborations, with
publications in prestigious journals (Journal
of Hospital Infection, Lancet Infectious
Diseases, Infection Control and Hospital
Epidemiology, etc.).

2. The GISIO Co-ordinators and
Secretaries

The following have so far filled the
fundamental role of Co-ordinator of the
Group:

Mario Pitzurra: from its foundation to
his death in 1998;

Gianfranco Finzi: from 1998 to 2002;

Ida Mura: from 2003 to 2006;

Francesco Auxilia: from 2007 to 2012;

Cesira Pasquarella: from 2013.

The following have so far filled the role
of Secretary of the Group:

Cesira Pasquarella: from its foundation
to 1998;

Carlo Polito: from 1998 to 1999;

Maria Teresa Mucci: from 2000 to
2002;

Cesira Pasquarella: from 2003 to
2012;

Antonella Agodi: from 2013.

Liaison Officer between the GISIO and the
SItl Board: Francesco Vitale (from 2013).

3. Past and present GISIO members

M. Acciaro, E. Adorisio, G. Aggazzotti,
A. Agodi, G. Aguzzi, G. Albano, E. Alliata,
R. Appignanesi, V. Aprile, F. Argiolas, C.
Arrigoni, F. Auxilia, A. Azara, T. Baldovin,
A. Balestrino, F. Barbone, M. Barchitta,
A. Benvenuto, S. Berdini, W. Biagini, P.
Boccalone, S. Bruno, S. Brusaferro, G.
Caggiano, M. Calamai, T. Caldarulo, L.
Calligaris, M. Campanella, S. Capolongo,
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M. Cascino, C. Casella, L. Casertano,
B. Casini, S. Castaldi, N. Catalano, F.
Cerami, F. Cerquetani, A. Cestrone, R.
Chiesa, V. Ciorba, D. Como, R. Coppola,
R. Contrisciani, P. Crimi, M.L. Cristina, D.
D’ Alessandro, G. Damiani, O. De Giglio,
M.M. D’Errico, M. Dettori, D. De Vito, R.
D’Elia, M.A. Dilillo, G. Esposito, L. Fabiani,
G. Faccenda, M.R. Faedda, G.M. Fara, G.
Finzi, G. Fontana, M. Frigeri, M.A. Galante,
M. Garavaglia, V. Gasparini, G. Giannetti,
A. Giannotta, G. Giorgio, C. Giuliani, G.
Giuliani, M. Greco, M. A. Greco, O.C. Grillo,
A. Gullotti, R. Iatta, A. La Fata, L. Labate,
P. Lagana, D. Lagravinese, M.T. Loiudice,
R. Lombardi, A. Maida, R. Malatesta, D,
Mannelli, N. Manoni, P. Manzi, A. Marani,
L. Marchesi, A. Marcolongo, G. Marinelli,
M. Marra, M.D. Masia, M. Mecca, S.
Monarca, M.T. Montagna, M. Montesano, P.
Montresor, M. Morelli, F. Moretti, M. Moro,
U. Moscato, M.T. Mucci, I. Mura, E. Muresu,
C. Napoli, N. Nicolotti, M. Nobile, R. Novati,
G.E. Olivieri, F. Orecchio, P. Orlando, N.
Orrt, G.B. Orsi, A. Pagano, G. Paladino,
F. Palumbo, A. Pana, 1. Pandiani, D. Pascu,
C. Pasquarella, M. Pedron, F. Perdelli, A.
Piana, S. Pili, A. Pioda, A. Poli, C. Polito,
A. Porretta, G. Privitera, E. Prospero, R.
Quattrin, A. Quattrocchi, L. Regattin, G.
Renga, F. Riccardi, W. Ricciardi, E. Righi, G.
Ripabelli, V. Risoli, E. Rizzato, G. Romano,
V. Romano Spica, F. Rossi, A. Rossini, S.
Rovesti, V. Russo, M. Sartini, A. Savino, S.
Sciacca, L. Sebastiani, E. Sesti, C. Signorelli,
L. Sodano, M.G. Solinas, M. Spagnoli, S.
Tardivo, V. Teti, M.V. Torregrossa, E. Torri,
F. Traditi, F. Valeriani, M.D. Vantaggiato, L.
Veronesi, N. Vescia, G. Villone, P. Vitali, G.F.
Vivoli, R. Zarrilli, M.A. Zimone.

4. Attending National and
International Congresses

From the beginning, the Group has
regularly attended congresses at national and
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international level, presenting original research.
Overall, between 1996 and 2015, 90 papers,
an average of 4.5 per year, were presented (see
the List of papers at § 10.2 below).

We would like to underline GISIO’s
constant participation in National Congresses
of SItI, from the 37" in Naples, 1996, to the
48™ in Milan, 2015, and in Public Health
Conferences of SItI, from the 6™ in Milan,
1999, to the 12" in Rome, 2011, the last to
be organized, because thereafter the SItI
Public Health Conferences were abolished
and absorbed by the SItI Annual National
Congresses. The Group also attended many
conventions and congresses of the National
Association of Hospital Medical Directors
(Associazione Nazionale Medici Direzioni
Ospedaliere, ANMDO): Bologna 1997 and
1998, Rimini 1998, Abano Terme 2002,
Palermo 2002, Parma 2015.

At an international level the Group has
taken part in several congresses; just to
mention some: the European Congresses
of Clinical Microbiology and Infectious
Diseases (Nice 2006, Barcelona 2008 and
2014, Milan 2011, London 2012, Berlin
2013, Copenhagen 2015), the Hospital
Infection Society Congresses (Edinburgh
1998, Liverpool 2010 and 2012), and the
10" International Congress of Aerobiology
in Sydney, 2014.

5. Guidelines and other documents

In 2002, in collaboration with ANMDO,
the Group issued two very useful documents
in Hospital Hygiene for Italian professionals:
“Hospital hygiene glossary” and “Handbook
for the accreditation of nosocomial infections
Committees”.

In the past the Group developed various
important guidelines on the following
topics: validation of sterilization process
in hospital (1999), control of bloodborne
infections (2000), endoscopy activities
(2002), tuberculosis control in healthcare

G.M. Fara

facilities (2011). Guidelines and other
documents are listed at § 10.3.

We would like to mention some
monographs published by the Group: “Risk
prevention in operating theatres” (1999),
“Continuous computerized monitoring of
pollutant gases in operating theatres” (2000),
“Multicenter study on safety and health
protection of operating theatre Healthcare
staff” (2001), and the recent document
“Molecular epidemiology in Healthcare-
Associated Infections”, written together
with the SItl Working Group “Public Health
Genomics”.

Last but not least, we consider the
document about education and training
on the prevention of HAI a success for the
Group at a European level. This document
was at first shared with three other Italian
scientific societies: ANMDO, SIMPIOS
(Italian Multidisciplinary Society for
Infection Prevention in Healthcare Facilities)
and ANIPIO (National Association of Nurses
Specialized in Infectious Risk). Afterwards,
it was accepted by the European Network
to Promote Infection Prevention for Patient
Safety (EUNETIPS) that connects several
European scientific societies committed to
prevent HAI; the current president of the
EUNETIPS is Silvio Brusaferro, a GISIO
member.

6. Meetings and Education/Training
Courses organized by GISIO

The series was opened with a seminar
by Renée Grillot, mycologist at the Joseph
Fourier University of Grenoble, entitled
“Fungal infections in intensive care units:
epidemiology, diagnostics and prevention”,
which called attention to fungi as aetiologic
agents of serious HAI.

After the Ist National Congress
“Healthcare Related Infections” at Pozzo
Faceto di Fasano on 25-27 May 2008,
whose proceedings can be downloaded from
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<www.societaitalianaigiene.org>, the GISIO
organized, biennially, other seminars or
meetings: “Nosocomial infections in intensive
care. Results of the SPIN-UTI project and
prospects for prevention and research”, Rome
2010; “Surgical site infections following
joint replacement surgery”, Rome 2012;
“The training on infection control and
hospital hygiene: the contribution of GISIO-
SItI”, Rome 2014; and, finally, the recent
Conference to celebrate the 25th anniversary
of the foundation: “Risk analysis for the
control of HAI in the Intensive Care Units
and Surgery wards and for the evaluation of
the effectiveness of preventive strategies in
clinical practice”, held in Milan at the end
of 2015.

Besides the three major residential courses
organized in the space of a decade, between
2000 and 2010, at the International School
of Epidemiology and Preventive Medicine
of the Ettore Majorana Foundation in Erice,
Sicily, whose contents were detailed in the
Introductory Chapter of the present paper,
the GISIO co-ordinated other initiatives
related to its international research projects:
a training course on “Active surveillance
of nosocomial infections in intensive care
units (SPIN-UTI): multicenter study and
proposal of a national network™ in Sassari on
8 May 2006 and a seminar “Project SPIN-
UTT: results and prospects” in Milan on 14
March 2008.

7. Funds obtained for research
projects

The GISIO received funds from the
National Centre for Disease Prevention and
Control (Centro Nazionale per la Prevenzione
e il Controllo delle Malattie, CCM), Italian
Health Ministry, on four occasions. In 2009
for the project “Proposal for an integrated
approach for the prevention of surgical
site infections (SSI) in joint replacement
surgery: prospective, active surveillance of

83

infections, prevention strategies and analysis
of costs and benefits” and in 2012 for the
project “Risk analysis for the control of
healthcare-associated infections in intensive
care units and surgery and for the evaluation
of the effectiveness of preventive strategies
in clinical practice”, both co-ordinated by
Francesco Auxilia (No.s 75-77 and 79 of
the List of Publications); in 2010 for the
project “Support to integration activities of
healthcare-associated infections surveillance
systems and tuberculosis surveillance” and
in 2012 for the project “Surveillance of
healthcare-associated infections”, both co-
ordinated by the Agenzia Sanitaria e Sociale
Regionale Emilia-Romagna, Responsible
of Operative Unit Antonella Agodi and Ida
Mura.

The GISIO received funds on two other
occasions, one in 2001 from the Ministero
del Lavoro e della Previdenza Sociale
(Ministry of Labour and Social Security)
for the project “A multicenter study on
safety and health protection for operating
room personnel” (Studio multicentrico sulla
sicurezza e la tutela della salute del personale
di sala operatoria”) and another one, in
2005, from the Sardinia Region, for the
project “Proposal for a regional healthcare-
associated infections surveillance network in
Intensive Care Units”.

8. SPIN-UTI Project, five editions
from 2006 to 2015, and the sixth to come
in 2016

The SPIN-UTI network of the GISIO-SItI,
coordinated by Antonella Agodi and Ida Mura,
in 2005 was included as collaborating partner
in the European project BURDEN (Burden of
Resistance and Disease in European Nations),
and contributed to the European surveillance
network with the first Italian data on HAIs in
Intensive Care Units (ICUs). The first edition
of the project was conducted in 2006, the last
one in 2015 (No.s 64-68; 72; 80 of the List of
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Publications, $ 10.1). The SPIN-UTI project
has adopted a protocol based on that from
the Hospitals in Europe Link for Infection
Control through Surveillance (HELICS)
network, subsequently updated according
to the European Centre for Disease Control
and Prevention (ECDC), HAIICU protocol.
Surveillance data are submitted to the ECDC
by The European Surveillance System
(TESSy) and through the collaboration with
the Agenzia Sanitaria e Sociale Regionale
(ASSR), Regione Emilia-Romagna; from
2008, surveillance data are reported in
the Annual Reports on Communicable
Diseases of the ECDC. The first results of
the SPIN-UTT surveillance network were
included in a study, published in “The
Lancet Infectious Diseases” (No. 66 of the
List of publications, § 10.1), together with
surveillance data collected by national ICU
surveillance networks from ten European
countries, between 2005 and 2008, using the
European protocol HELICS-ICU. The article
has greatly contributed to the international
debate on the issue of HAIs in the ICUs,
receiving numerous citations in addition to
the comments formulated by two leading
researchers and published in the same
Journal, which were followed by a response
of the Authors.

From 2006 to 2015 a total of about 80
national ICUs participated in the SPIN-
UTI project and about 13,000 patients
were enrolled. The report describing the
analysis of the results of the six months
2014 — 2015 surveillance was prepared and
submitted to all participating ICUs. The
report includes overall results as well as data
stratified by ICU type. Hospital participation
was voluntary and results were handled
confidentially. Codes for hospitals and ICUs
and patient identifiers were anonymous at
the level of the surveillance network. The
feedback of surveillance results allowed
the Directorates of Healthcare Institutions
and of Wards, and Risk Managers to use
the benchmarks provided for comparison,
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and to consider control strategies for quality
improvement in health care.

The impact of the project results,
in particular those on risk analysis and
on assessment of effectiveness of the
implemented control strategies, were
discussed during the event celebrating the
25" anniversary of activity of the GISIO,
held in Milan on December 4™, 2015.

During 2016, the sixth edition (2016-
2017) of the project will start, adopting the
protocol consistently updated with the latest
version of the ECDC protocol, integrated with
the structure and process indicators for the
prevention of infections, by the HAI-Net ICU
Working Group (Antonella Agodi, Michael
Hiesmayr, Alain Lepape, Mercedes Palomar,
Anne Savey, Carl Suetens) which has already
had experience in the European pilot study
completed in 2015. These activities and
collaborations will definitely drive the SPIN-
UTTI into the world of surveillance networks
of international relevance.

9. Awards

Two papers presented by GISIO’s
researchers at the 47" Sitl Congress,
Riccione 2014 - one in the framework of the
SPIN-UTI project, the other on the spread
of Legionella contamination in indoor air -
were considered among the 10 most relevant
papers and published in the Supplement 2 of
the Journal “Epidemiologia & Prevenzione”
in 2014 (see § 10.4).

10. Documents illustrating GISIO’s life

10.1 Publications in National and
International Journals

1. D’Alessandro D, Pasquarella C, Mura I, Vescia
N, Savino A, Pitzurra M, Fara GM. Studio multi-
centrico sull’inquinamento ambientale delle sale
operatorie. View & Review 1996; 2: 13-23.
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10.

11.

15.

16.

17.

Pitzurra M, D’Alessandro D, Pasquarella C,
Mura I, Cerquetani F, Savino A, Vescia N, Fara
GM. Survey of air conditioners’ characteristics
and management in some Italian operating the-
atres. Ann Ig 1997; 9: 429-38.

Brusaferro S, Loiudice MT. Management applied
in hospital hygiene programs. Ann Ig 2000;
12(Suppl. 2): 9-16.

Fara GM. Effectiveness and appropriateness in
health care. Ann Ig 2000; 12(Suppl. 2): 3-7.
Agodi A, Pasquarella C. Surveillance of hospital
infections: review of the literature in historical
perspective. Ann Ig 2000; 12(Suppl. 2): 23-32.
Greco M. Methods of surveillance of hospital
infections. Ann Ig 2000; 12(Suppl. 2): 33-40.
Agodi A. Systems of epidemiological typing
of microorganisms responsible for hospital
infections: use and evaluation. Ann Ig 2000;
12(Suppl. 2): 41-6.

Brusaferro S. How to construct a protocol of
surveillance of hospital infections. Ann Ig 2000;
12(Suppl. 2): 47-57.

Londero C, Brusaferro S. How to approach a
protocol of surveillance of urinary tract infec-
tions. Ann Ig 2000; 12(Suppl. 2): 59-72.
Sodano L, Petrosillo N, Serafini C, Martini L,
Valentini P, Longo S, Ippolito G et Gruppo di
lavoro sulla sorveglianza. Guidelines for nosoco-
mial infection surveillance in heart surgery and
heart surgery intensive care unit. Work Group on
Surveillance. Ann Ig 2000; 12(Suppl. 2): 73-94.
Torregrossa MV. How to approach a protocol for
surveillance of infections in burn units. Ann Ig
2000; 12(Suppl. 2): 95-101.

Vescia N, Chierichini A, Mastroeni I. Surveil-
lance and prevention of invasive candidiasis in
oncohematology. Ann Ig 2000; 12 (Suppl. 2):
103-10.

Sodano L. Management of an epidemic of
multidrug-resistant tuberculosis in patients with
HIV infection in 2 hospitals of Milan. Ann Ig
2000; 12(Suppl. 2): 111-14.

Pasquarella C. How to approach management
of an outbreak caused by enterococci. Ann Ig
2000; 12(Suppl. 2): 115-22.

Finzi G. Sterilization in hospital environment.
Ann Ig 2000; 12(Suppl. 2): 127-32.

Moscato U. Disinfection of endoscopes. Ann Ig
2000; 12(Suppl. 2): 133-54.

Moscato U. Hygienic management of air con-
ditioning systems. Ann Ig 2000; 12(Suppl. 2):
155-74.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.
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Savino A, Pasquarella C. Management of water
supply systems. Ann Ig 2000; 12(Suppl. 2):
175-90.

Orsi GB. Management of hazardous medical waste
in Italy. Ann Ig 2000; 12(Suppl. 2): 191-204.
Montresor P, Tagliaferro V, Bisighin A, Zancarli
S. Management of sanitary waste. Guidelines for
sanitary operators. Ann Ig 2000; 12(Suppl. 2):
217-47.

Lombardi R, Spagnoli G. Individual and col-
lective activities for prevention and protection
from biological risk in health institutions. Ann
Ig 2000; 12(Suppl. 2): 249-54.

Aucxilia F. Compliance of hospital personnel to
vaccination policy. Ann Ig 2000; 12(Suppl. 2):
265-72.

Pasquarella C, Torregrossa V, Orecchio F.
Biological risk in microbiology laboratories:
epidemiology and prevention. Ann Ig 2000;
12(Suppl. 2): 273-88.

Brusaferro S. Efficacy of guidelines as educa-
tional tool. Ann Ig 2000; 12(Suppl. 2): 289-92.
Lombardi R, Benvenuti F, Pastoni F. Guidelines
for selection and use of devices protective from
biological agents. Ann Ig 2000; 12(Suppl. 2):
299-328.

Benvenuti F, Lombardi R, Pastoni F. Biological
risk: applied procedure for risk assessment and
planning of preventive and protective interven-
tions. Ann Ig 2000; 12(Suppl. 2): 329-60.
Agodi A, Sciacca A, Campanile F, Messina C,
Barchitta M, Sciacca S, Stefani S. Molecular
epidemiology of Pseudomonas aeruginosa from
cystic fibrosis in Sicily: genome macrorestriction
analysis and rapid PCR-ribotyping. Microbiolo-
gica 2000; 23: 319-27.

Agodi A, Mahenthiralingam E, Barchitta M,
Giannino V, Sciacca A, Stefani S. Burkholderia
cepacia complex infection in Italian patients
with cystic fibrosis: prevalence, epidemiology
and genomovar status. J Clin Microbiol 2001;
39: 2891-6.

Brusaferro S, Quattrin R, Gasparini V, Gruppo
Italiano di Studio Igiene Ospedaliera (GISIO)
della Societa Italiana di Igiene (SItI). Survey
on characteristics and diffusion of nosocomial
infection control committees at Italian public
hospitals. Ann Ig 2001; 13(6): 481-501.

Greco M, Mura I, Pasquarella C, D’ Alessandro
D, et GISIO. La gestione del rischio biologico
in ospedale. Sanita e Sicurezza. Supplemento
Speciale, ottobre 2002: 1-12.
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31.
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40.

Pasquarella C, Manoni N, et GISIO. La profilassi
antibiotica in Chirurgia. Sanita e Sicurezza. Sa-
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2002: 13-7.

Agodi A, Barchitta M, Giannino V, Collura A,
Pensabene T, Garlaschi ML, Pasquarella C, Luz-
zaro F, Sinatra F, Mahenthiralingam E, Stefani S.
Burkholderia cepacia complex in cystic fibrosis
and non-cystic fibrosis patients: identification
of a cluster of epidemic lineages. J Hosp Infect
2002; 50: 188-95.

Brusaferro S, Quattrin R, Barbone F, D’ Ales-
sandro D, Finzi GF, Cimoroni M, Galante M,
Marinelli G, Pucci F, Gallitelli A, Vantaggiato
MD, Casella C, Dilillo MA, Mucci MT, Perticara
B, Tassoni A, Basile M, Gasparini V, Cacciatore
P, Rossini A, Orlando P, Sartini M, Auxilia F,
Cabrini A, Castaldi S, Perotti G, Sabatino G,
Airini B, Prospero E, Argentero PA, Kob K,
Buriani C, Como D, Corsano E, Dimastrochicco
G, Montagna MT, Giaconi G, Maida I, Melis A,
Mura I, Grillo O, Torregrossa MV, Bonaccorsi
G, Comodo N, Di Clemente R, Greco M, Pa-
squarella C, Majori S, Montresor P, Romano G,
GISIO. Factors influencing hospital infection
control policies in Italian hospitals. J Hosp Infect
2003; 53: 268-73.

Quattrin R, Pecile A, Conzut L, Majori S, Bru-
saferro S, et GISIO. Infection control nurse:
a national survey. J Nurs Manag 2004; 12(5):
375-80.

Moscato U, Giannetti G, Mura I, Pasquarella C,
et GISIO. Lo stato dell’arte delle sale operatorie
italiane: un questionario di valutazione. Qualita
in Anaesthesia 2004; 1: 1885.

Auxilia F. A brief overview of the hygienic and
managerial problems arising from hospital refur-
bishing. Ann Ig 2007; 19; 5(Suppl. 1): 11-7.
Pasquarella C, Agodi A. Airborne infections in
health care facilities. Ann Ig 2007; 19; 5(Suppl.
1): 29-44.

Privitera G, Torracca F, Lorenzini C, Casini B,
Valentini P, Baggiani A.Waterborne infections in
health care facilities. Ann Ig 2007; 19; 5(Suppl.
1): 45-53.

Orsi GB, Ferraro F, Marrone R, Savino A, Pa-
squarella C. Legionellosis management protocol
in hospital. Ann Ig 2007; 19; 5(Suppl. 1): 57-
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Tardivo S, Torregrossa V, Montagna MT. Asper-
gillosis infection and building yards in hospital.
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Capolongo S, Brioschi A. Building yards in
hospitals: evaluation of prevention activities and
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Ann Ig 2007; 19; 5(Suppl. 1): 75-87.
Brusaferro S. Infection Control Committee: role
in hospital construction and renovation opera-
tive strategies. Ann Ig 2007; 19; 5(Suppl. 1):
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D’ Alessandro D, Mura I, Vescia N. Recommen-
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Sanita Pubblica. Glossario di Igiene Ospedaliera.
Torino: Centro Scientifico Editore, 2002.
Gruppo Italiano Studio Igiene Ospedaliera
(GISIO) - Societa Italiana di Igiene, Medicina
Preventiva e Sanita Pubblica. Controllo dell’in-
fezione e della malattia tubercolare all’interno
delle strutture sanitarie. 2011. Available at:
www.societaitalianaigiene.org [Last accessed:
March 3, 2016].

La Formazione in tema di controllo delle infezio-
ni e igiene ospedaliera: le Linee di indirizzo del
GISIO-SItI (approvato da ANIPIO, ANMDO,
SIMPIOS, SItI). Epidemiol Prev 2014; 38(6
Suppl 2): 153-7.

Gruppi di lavoro SItl: Genomica in Sanita Pub-
blica (GSP) e Gruppo Italiano Studio Igiene
Ospedaliera (GISIO). Boccia S, Barchitta M,
Colotto M, Tannuale C, Quattrocchi A, Agodi
A, L’epidemiologia molecolare nelle Infezioni
Correlate all’ Assistenza: documento di indirizzo
della Societa Italiana di Igiene, Medicina Pre-
ventiva e Sanita Pubblica (SItI). Ig Sanita Pubbl
2015; 71(3): 245-325.
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10.4 Awards

Among the 10 most relevant scien-

tific contributions at the 47° SItI National
Congress. Riccione, 1-4 October 2014:

1.

Agodi A, Auxilia F, Barchitta M, D’Errico MM,
Montagna MT, Pasquarella C, Tardivo S, Mura
I; GISIO-SItI. Control of intubator associated
pneumonia in intensive care unit: results of the
GISIO-SItI SPIN-UTI Project. Epidemiol Prev
2014; 38(6 Suppl. 2): 51-6.

Montagna MT, De Giglio O, Napoli C, Cannova
L, Cristina ML, Deriu MG, Delia SA, Giuliano
A, Guida M, Lagana P, Liguori G, Mura I, Pen-
nino F, Rossini A, Tardivo S, Torre I, Torregrossa
MYV, Villafrate MR, Albertini R, Pasquarella C.
Legionella spp. contamination in indoor air: pre-
liminary results of an Italian multicenter study.
Epidemiol Prev 2014; 38(6 Suppl. 2): 62-5.

10.5 Funded Research Projects

1.

2.

3.

Studio multicentrico sulla sicurezza e la tutela
della salute del personale di sala operatoria.
Progetto Ministero del Lavoro e della Previdenza
sociale n. 957. Muros (SS): Stampacolor Indu-
stria Grafica, 2001 (Gruppo di Coordinamento
del Progetto: Alessandro Maida, Antonio Paga-
no, Gianfranco Vivoli, Mario Pitzurra, Gabriella
De Martiis).

Proposta di una rete regionale di sorveglianza
delle infezioni nosocomiali nelle UTI. Progetto
Assessorato Regionale alla Sanita, Regione
Autonoma della Sardegna, 2005 (Gruppo di
Coordinamento del Progetto SPIN-UTI: Ida
Mura, Antonella Agodi, Francesco Auxilia,
Martina Barchitta, Silvio Brusaferro, Daniela
D’ Alessandro, Maria Teresa Montagna, Cesira
Pasquarella, Valeria Torregrossa).

Proposta di un approccio integrato per la pre-
venzione delle infezioni del sito chirurgico (ISC)
in interventi di protesi articolari: progetto di
sorveglianza attiva prospettica delle infezioni,
linee di prevenzione e analisi dei costi e dei
benefici. Progetto finanziato dal Ministero della
Salute — CCM, 2009 (Capo Progetto: Francesco
Aucxilia; Referenti delle Unita Operative: An-
tonella Agodi, Cesira Pasquarella, Ida Mura e
Daniela D’ Alessandro).

G.M. Fara

Supporto alle attivita di integrazione dei sistemi
di sorveglianza delle infezioni correlate all’assi-
stenza e di sorveglianza della tubercolosi. Pro-
getto finanziato alla Regione Emilia Romagna
dal Ministero della Salute — CCM, 2010 (Capo
Progetto: Maria Luisa Moro; Referenti di Unita
Operativa: Antonella Agodi e Ida Mura).
Sorveglianza delle infezioni correlate all’assi-
stenza. Progetto finanziato alla Regione Emilia
Romagna dal Ministero della Salute — CCM, 2012
(Capo Progetto: Maria Luisa Moro; Referenti di
Unita Operativa: Antonella Agodi e Ida Mura).
Risk analysis per il controllo delle ICPA nelle
unita operative di terapia intensiva e di chirurgia
e per la valutazione della efficacia di strategie
preventive nella pratica clinica. Progetto finanzia-
to dal Ministero della Salute — CCM, 2012 (Capo
Progetto: Francesco Auxilia; Referenti delle Unita
Operative: Antonella Agodi, Silvio Brusaferro,
Marcello D’Errico, Maria Teresa Montagna, Ida
Mura, Cesira Pasquarella, Stefano Tardivo).

10.6 Courses

1.

XXIV Corso “Efficacia ed appropriatezza
delle misure di prevenzione delle infezioni in
ospedale”. Scuola Superiore di Epidemiologia e
Medicina Preventiva “G. D’ Alessandro”. Erice,
1-5 marzo 2000.

Seminario: “Infezioni fungine nelle terapie in-
tensive: epidemiologia, diagnostica e profilassi”.
Roma, 11 ottobre 2004.

Corso di formazione su “Sorveglianza attiva
delle infezioni nosocomiali nelle Unita di Tera-
pia Intensiva (SPIN-UTI): studio multicentrico
e proposta di una rete nazionale”. Sassari, 8
maggio 2006.

XXXIV Corso “Cantieri in Ospedale: la
riqualificazione ospedaliera nei suoi aspetti
igienico-sanitari e tecnici”’. Scuola Superiore
di Epidemiologia e Medicina Preventiva “G.
D’ Alessandro”. Erice, 3-6 marzo 2007.
Seminario “Progetto SPIN-UTI: risultati e pro-
spettive”. Milano, 14 marzo 2008.

XXXIX Corso “Casi di studio nella gestione
del rischio clinico: le infezioni associate alle
pratiche assistenziali (ICPA)”. Scuola Superiore
di Epidemiologia e Medicina Preventiva “G.
D’ Alessandro” Erice, 29 ottobre - 3 novembre
2010.



GISIO celebrates its 25" anniversary

10.7 Congresses and Meetings
Organized

1.

1° Congresso Nazionale GISIO “Infezioni cor-
relate all’assistenza sanitaria’. Pozzo Faceto
di Fasano, 25-27 maggio 2008. Proceedings
available at: www.sitinazionale.com [Accessed:
March 3, 2016].

Giornata di studio su: “Infezioni nosocomiali
in terapia intensiva. Risultati del progetto
SPIN-UTI e prospettive per la prevenzione e la
ricerca”. Roma, 13 settembre 2010.
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3. Giornate di studio: “Infezioni del sito chirurgico

in interventi di artroprotesi”’. Roma, 2-3 febbraio
2012.

Giornata di studio: “La formazione in tema di
controllo delle infezioni e igiene ospedaliera:
il contributo del GISIO-SItI’. Roma, 29 marzo
2014.

Convegno: “Risk Analysis per il controllo delle
ICPA nelle Unita operative di Terapia Intensiva
e di chirurgia e per la valutazione dell’efficacia
di strategie preventive nella pratica clinica”.
Milano, 4 Dicembre 2015.



